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FIGHT 


reached a phase when decisions 


FOR 


taken will determine whether or 


not this war is to be followed by rivalry in the economic sphere 


that will make world stability impossible. 


Sir John Anderson said in his 


SECRET LEAFLET 
SAID “FORGIVE 


YOUR ENEMIES” 


Churchmen’s call in 
Occupied Norway 


ALTHOUGH Carl Hambro, Presi- 
dent of the Norwegian Storthing 
(Parliament) at the International 
Labour Conference in Phildelphia 
last week insisted that “Germany 
should be punished,” Norwegian 
Churchmen, in an important pro- 
nouncement secretly distributed in 
leaflet form throughout Norway, urge 
forgiveness of former foes, internal 
,and external, who have repented and 
suffered their just punishment. 


“Tf peace cannot lead to reconcilia- 
tion and forgiveness,” the leaflet 
states, “the world will be frozen solid 
with hate, and a trustful relationship 
among nations will be an impossibility. 


‘If we cannot forgive those of our 
countrymen who have done wrong, but 
who repent and suffer their punish- 
ment, then we will enter the future 
with an open sore in the people’s life. 
Repentance does not free one from 
punishment by authority, but it opens 
the wdy for forgiveness by God and 
man, and thereby gives the criminal 
an opportunity to begin a new life.” 

The text df the leaflet was made 
available by the Royal Norwegian 
Information Service, so there oan* be 
no doubt of its authenticity. It is, 
says Worldover Press, “a Galbiabld in- 
dication of the trend of thinking” in 
Norway, 

Mr. Hambro, in his speech on 
Wednesday of last week, appeared to 
demand the punishment df Germany 
as anation. He also said: “The people 
of occupied countries do not wish any 
separate retaliation and revenge, but 
they demand that justice should be 
done as far as human action can do 
justice.” 


Budget speech (Apr, 25) that most 
of our allies and associates “will 
emerge from this war with their 
overseas financial position greatly 
strengthened as a result, just as ours 
is greatly weakened.” He went on: 

“Tf we are to avoid a u 
our volume of imports, such as might threaten 
our standard of life and gravely prejudice our 
prospects of active employment, it will be in- 
dispensable for us to increase our exports, and 
recapture some of the trade whith we lost in 
the inter-war years. That will be a matter of 
life and death to us, for it is impossible for 
any country to live indefinitely beyond its 
international income.” f 

(To the last sentence he might have 
added (but did not): “except in time 
of war when the principle of Lease- 
Lend enables us to achieve the peace- 
time impossibility of sending goods 
where they are needed without pay- 
ment.” 


“Export or die” 


[THE Government is prepared to 
make our peace-time slogan the 
familiar one of “Export or die.” The 
drive for exports will replace the 
drive ‘for “victory” as our national 
purpose, “Nor will the urgency be 
rauch less,” said Sir John. 
This speech can only be interpreted 
as a public warning that Britain is 
ready to declare trade war against 


our present “allies and associates.” 
“America’s vast resources will he pitted 
against ours, Russia will be making her weight 
felt. The whole of Asia will in course of time 
become industrialized. No one is going to buy 
British products from: philanthropic or senti- 
mental motives.”” (News Chronicle, Apr. 27.) 


Effect at home 


¥ POINTED out last week that 

heavy post-war expenditure on 
armaments would cripple schemes for 
social reform. To accept the 
necessity for an export drive as para- 
mount would make matters ‘worse. 
Significantly, the Daily Mail (Apr. 
28) called the Budget “the inevitable 
introduction to a series of retrench- 
ment Budgets which must come after 
the war.” 

Not only will exporters demand 
lighter taxation, but if they find 
they have to cut their prices in over- 
seas markets they will want wage- 
cuts, too. If wages go down, cheaper 
food will be demanded—which, to 
judge by past experience, means 
cheap imported food; we could then 
say goodbye to anything like a 
balanced agricultural’ policy. To pay 
for the imported food, under the 
present system, means exporting still 


drastic curtailment in, 


so keeping up the 


more goods, 
vicious circle. 

A policy based on a conception of 
true national welfare would, in such 
circumstances, become as impossible 
as it is in war-time. Im fact, it would 
be war—of a kind which wil] increase 
the chances of yet another “shooting 
war” in the end. 


Dodging the choice 


AS a world-Power we have come 
** to a parting of the ways. Either 
we can attempt to.play a major 
Power’s role and drain ourselves in 
the process—spending heavily on 
arms, wasting human energy in 
maintaining forces to use them, and 
subordinating domestic policy to the 
requirements of industrialists en- 
gaged in a fight for world markets; 
or we can act on a realization that 


MARKETS 
AT END OF THE WAR? 


VENHE Second Front has become such a dominant topic that there 
is danger of longer-term prospects not getting the attention 
they deserve. . Yet signs are accumulating that we have 


attempt to make the “Commonwealth 
and Empire” (Mr, Churchill’s descrip- 
tion) function as a unit in world 
affairs. 

Complete success in this endeavour 
is very unlikely. Britain and the 
Dominions do not form a unit of the 
same kind as the USA and USSR. 
Common action in war is no guar 
antee of common action in peace— 
especially if the peace is a trade- 


war. Canada, in particular, has 
other ideas. Said. The Times on 
Monday: 


“From the Canadian side Mr. Mackenzie 
King hag lately uttered words of caution. He 
has spoken against proposals to elaborate 
machinery in the attempt to reach uniformity 
in all policies within the Commonwealth—a 
conception which, in his view, would raise 
blocs and counter-blocs and make the estab- 
“ee of effective world security more diffi- 
cult.” 


The attitude of USA is bound to 
affect the deliberations of the confer- 


ence, especially on post-war trade: 

“If she does not allow repayments to be made 
in kind by opening her market to the debtor 
nations, Britain may be compelled to retaliate 
by taking up a bargaining position on imperial 
preference and negotiating bi-latera] pacts on 
a quid pro quo basis.’”’ (Reynolds News, Apr. 
30.) 


American reaction 


QBVIOUSLY inspired reports tell 
us that everything in the garden 
is lovely following the mission of Mr. 
Edward Stettinius, the American 
Under-Secretary of State, which 
ended last week. But the promised 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


the conditions in which we became a 
world-Power are passing. 

Britain, standing alone, is not the 
equal in population or resources of 
USA or USSR; a policy based on the 
belief that she is will be an unnatural 
one. The problems that would have 
to be faced if we accepted this fact 
are “formidable indeed. But in 
grappling with those problems we 
might find, and give expression to, 
a new conception of national great- 
ness. If, we do not grapple with 
them in time, and of deliberate 
choice, they will force themselves 
upon us in staggering proportions if 
we first exhaust ourselves in an 
unsuccessful effort to maintain our 
past position. .. 

But to renounce power and privi- 
lege is as difficult for a nation as for 
‘an individual. Surrender of privi-. 
lege abroad would involve ending the 
power of privilege at home. And 
we ate a very long way from that. 


Empire as a unit ? 


AN alternative policy will be in the 
** minds of the British represen- 


Are we fitting ourselves 
* for our job? 


At the public meeting which 
followed the PPU annual general 
meeting the week-end before last, 
Charles Raven and John Middleton 
Murry both spoke of the great oppor- 
tunity with which the impending 
swing-over of public opinion will 
shortly face us. Both put to us the 
searching challenge: are we ready? 
Are we determined to make ourselves 
ready, to offer the public a convincing 
alternative to the method of slaughter 
and violence, and to totalitarian 
society? 

Frankly we are not, but let us 
face this challenge with the greatest 
seriousness. Meanwhile we can’t 
afford to forget that to do effective 
work our movement needs a steady 


flow of funds. 

Contributions to the Headquarters Fund now 
total 299 9s, 5d. 

Donations to the Fund, which should be 
marked ‘“‘ Headquarters Fund,” will be very 
gratefully received by me at Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. The 
rest is in the hands of each of us. 


MAURICE ROWNTREE 
Hon, Treasurer. 


Jekyll and Hyde in politics 


ITHIN recent years, those 
who follow the accounts 

_ _ of murder trials\and other 
criminal cases have’ become 
familiar with a psychological 
abnormality known as “schizo- 
phrenia,” 

This technical expression means 
“divided mind,” and those who suffer 
from it are directed, as it were, by 
two distinct personalities, the one 
normal and _ benevolent, 
somewhat eccentric and malevolent. 
In literature the classic instance of 
this phenomenon is the story of Dr. 
Jeykll and Mr. Hyde. 

Unfortunately schizophrenia — or 
some affliction which closely re- 
sembles it—is not confined to men 
and women who appear in the law 
courts. We should ie in a happier 
world today if a larger number of 
our political, religious, and  in- 
tellectual leaders regarded  con- 
sistency (a word which sometimes 
seems to be interchangeable with 
integrity) as not only attainable, but 
desirable. 


Kind to be cruel ? 


The other day a few friends and I 
were discussing the problems of 
bombed and blockaded Europe with a 
kindly and cultured man well known 


the _ other 


in publie life. In the course of con- 
versation this distinguished man 
earnestly explained to us that the 
war-leaders responsible for raiding 
and starving the Continent ‘were 
humane men who disliked their jobs, 
and in some cases would eyen have 
preferred to be on the side of their 
critics. They hated being cruel in 
order to be kind, but felt it their 
duty to help the war effort by assum- 
ing these rim obligations, 


Other fields available 


Our informant genuinely accepted 
this view He was really sorry for 
the men whose political positions 
made them responsible for the death 
and suffering of millions. We were 
left with the impression that their 
method of making war hurt them at 
least as much as it hurt the hungry 
and mutilated children of Europe. 
They had, it seemed, overlooked the 
fact that, for men and women anxious 
to assist in a war-effort which they 
believe unavoidable without them- 
selves causing injury to their fellows. 
there are still any number of jobs 
to_be had. . 

Undoubtedly, in these days of de- 
pleted civil defence and fire services, 
a capable elderly man could find 
work as an air-raid warden in the 
East End of London, or in helpin 
with the evacuation and billeting 0: 


tatives who . confer with the 
Dominion Premiers now in _ this 
country. It will consist in an 
bombed-out families, where his 


administrative experience would be 
of value. Or, if he preferred the 
country, where he could occasionally 
slip away to the local golf links and 
imagine himself back in a normal 
week-end, there are numbers of 
farmers already beginning to look 
ahead to the summer and wonder 
how the harvest is to be gathered in. 
Or again, when the noisily publicized 
Second Front really gets going, there 
will be so man} hospital jobs waiting 
to be filled that a man capable of 
carrying a stretcher or acting as 
ward-orderly need look no further 
than hig own locality. 


Bljuntness is better 


Of course, these humble duties 
don’t bring the same prestige or. 
financial advantages as a Ministerial 
salary, or carry pensions like the 
positions of Civil Servants. But 
when people expect salaries, pensions 
and prestige in addition to helping 
the war-effort without losing their 
reputations for personal humanity, 
they can hardly avoid finding the 
moral situation a little complicated. 

It is unreasonable of me, no doubt, 
but I must confess to remaining un- 
convinced by the “humanity” of those 
politicians who are devoted hus- 
bands, kindly fathers, and reliable 


by Vera Brittain 


friends, yet. who initiate or endorse 
policies which mean the starvation 
and mutilation of other people’s 


wives and children im other countries, 

The blunt gangsterism of Mr. Ghurchill’s 
“What we have, we hold,” or of Brendan 
Bracken’s “Bomb, burn and ruthlessly destroy,” 
seems to my naive and Woubtless politically 
uneducated mind to be preferable to this form 
of apologetic hypocrisy. 

The “humane” dealers of death to Europe 
remind me of the Empress Maria Theresa of 
Austria, and her part in one of the three 
partitions of Poland. ‘‘The more she wept,” 
the historians tell us, “the more territory she 
demanded.” These men who cherish their 
benevolent reputations are either suffering from 
that form of schizophrenia which in less 
exalted circles is apt to land its victims in a 
criminal lunatic asylum, or they are deliber- 
ately committing the sin against the Holy 
Ghost. For this sin is to know what good is, 
yet deliberately ta do evil—and, in nine cases 
out of ten, to seék to justify that evil in plau- 
sible terms which allege the existence of some 
common genominator between bombing. and/or 
blockade, and Christian teaching, 

The man who understands the meaning of 
truth, charity, compassion and forgiveness, 
and endeavours to practise these virtues in his 
private life, yet in his public policy deliberately 
sacrifices them to a totally different set of 
moral values known as “working for victory,” 
is committing that blasphemy of which Jesus 
said: “It shall not .be forgiven him, neither in 
this world,. neither in the world to come.” 

We shall begin to see a better international 
world, and the end of war with its ruthless 
cruelty practised at the expense of the inno- 
cent and helpless, when responsible, well-paid, 
highly-respected politicians have the courage to 
resign, lose their salaries and suffer criticism, 
rather than carry out policies which offend 
against their sense of private virtue. The 
divided mind—the mind which accepts one set 
of values at home, and another quite different 
set in publig@life—is the mind which lies at the 
root of war ‘and all social evil. 
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Our “distinctive 


contribution’’ 


A CORRESPONDENT - suggests 
*™ that many will share his dis- 
appointment that no open discussion 
was allowed, owing to lack of time, 
on the resolution submitted to the 
PPU annual general meeting which 
urged the movement to consider 
“what distinctive contribution the 
pacifist can make to reconstruction 
at home and abroad. “One looked 
in vain all through the discussions 
of the various sessions,”’ he remarks, 
“for just this ‘distinctive contribu- 
tion’ ‘which marked our movement 
in its early days.” 


We do not find it necessary to, be 
so despondent. Certainly there has 
been a growing sense that the simple 
pacifist .message. as it was put 
forward in the early days of the 
PPU, is not enough. But it never 
was. To say this is condemnation 
neither of the message itself nor of 
those who responded to its simplicity. 
It was bound to be but a first step on 
a road that must be long. But 
on every journey there has to be a 
first step. 

Max Plowman put that first step 
and the vision of the journey’s end 
in their proper perspective when he 
said: 

“Tf I renounce war, that will very 
speedily involve me in the necessity of 
endeavouring to create a new social 
harmony, whereas if I merely resist 
war, no such consequence is implied. 
.. . Pacifism is the effort of the 
modern social consciousness to be ade- 
quate to the historic situation by 
breaking down the barriers of national 
exclusiveness, traditional fear and 
anti-social greed, in order to attain 
that old democratic objective, the 
federation of mankind .,. 


“Whether in defiance of the ereeds 
of communism and fascism, pacifism 
will succeed in asserting the validity 
of the individual, remains to be seen; 
but so long as one pacifist remains 
alive disbelieving in the necessity of 
war, pacifism will survive and human 
personality along with it.” 

* * = 


Tt is sometimes doubted whether we have any 
right to view pacifism in this hght: the doubt 
arises from the quite proper reflection that 
pacifism—az any rate in Britain—appears to 
be a luxury, 2 by-product of a favoured class 
in _a favoured nation, But belief in ‘“‘the 
validity of the individual” is not the same 
thing as anti-social individualism ; and although 
circumstances may conspire to make an idea 
easy of acceptance that is net to say that the 
idea itself has no intrinsie value. 


Today, those favourable circumstances are 
passing, and the process of change has made 
pacifists conscious of 4 growing tension. Un- 
less he is peculiarly insensitive, a pacifist can- 
not help realizing that, however much he may 
appear to be renouncing war—in the sense of 
non-participation—he remains a unit in a 
society which has done nothing of the kind. 
The resultant sense of frustration expresses 
itself in a belief that to “save one’s soul” in 
isolation is an ilusion, and in a desire to find 
some activity that will help to achieve social 
salvation. Here comes the difficulty. Social sal- 
vation seems to depend on the big battalions: 
upon vast, impersonal movements and appar- 
ently uncontrollable forces. Social salvation 
seems to require losing oneself as a soldier in 
the big battalio® of one’s choosing—and 
making, as two speakers at the AGM put it, 
“the distinctive contribution of method .. . in 
alliance with those movements which are work- 
ing for a classless society.” 


But if it is a conception of the validity of 
the individual which is distinctive of pacifism, 
itg contribution must be one of more than 
method, though method and many other things 
will be affected. Those who hold the faith 
called pacifism must surely take the whole of 
life for their province; their permanent and 
fall agreement about the particular sphere into 
which maximum energy should be thrown is 
hardly to be expected—although on particular 
points some measure of agreement may exist, 
to which united expression can be given. 

In the last resort the distinctive contribution 
of individuals is the distinctive contribution of 
individuals, The distinction of not being a 
mass-movement like other mass-movements is 
one which the PPU has worn uneasily, but 
only when it has pride in what it is, is it 
likely to discover what it ought to become. 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed ar unsigned, do not neces- 
sarily represent the policy of the Peace Pledge 
Union, of which it is the weekly organ. Nor 
does the acceptance of advertisements imply 
any endorsement or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised. » 

Postal subscription rates: Home: quarterly, 
Be. 8d.; yearly, 12s. 6d. Abroad: quarterly, 
2s. 9d.; yearly, 10s. 6d. 

Displayed advertisements: Maximum size, 8 
column inches. Copy by first post Friday. 

- 


Problem 


AST week I gave a short account 

of “Our Towns—A Close Up” 

—a book which has a special 

appeal and interest for pacifists. The 

book deals with the effects of town 

life—with the segregation of large 

numbers of workers in the crowded 

parts of our large ports and industrial 

centres, and the evils resulting from 
“living below standard.” 


Some disturbing figures are quoted 
with regard to poverty and in- 
security: ‘ 


“The Social Surveys of Merseyside, Sheffield, 
Bristol and Southampton have shown 2 pro- 
portion of from 12 to 15 per cent. of their 
families or 22 to 30 per cent. of their children 
as living below the poverty line. This means 
that they had not enough money for the 
mother, even if she were a perfect housewife, 
to pay for the bare essentials of rent, food, 
clothing, fire, light and cleaning materials 
necessary to keep her family in health, Sir 
John Orr has calculated that ‘in 1936 one-tenth 
of the nation’s population, including nearly 
one in four of its children, spent only 4s. 
weekly a head on food and had a dietary 
lecking in all the constituents most essential to 

ealth’.” 


In 1937, one-third of the families 
of Britain had breadwinners earning: 
less than £2 10s. a week. Moreover, 
““wealth’ and babies are distributed 
throughout the country in inverse 
proportion” to quote R, M. Titmuss 
in “Poverty and Population.” 


* 


The sham /prosperity of the present 
moment—cash with very little of 
worth to spend it on—will not undo 
the harm that has been done. But 
sheer poverty is not the only devil. 
In the towns especially—and four- 
fifths of our_people live in towns— 
it is inevitably linked with a bad 
environment, overcrowding, lack of 
Open spaces, smoke-polluted atmo- 
sphere. Our largest towns offer the 
best educational and cultural oppor- 
tunities for those who can use them: 
the industrial workers—who create 
the wealth af the towns—seldom use 
them, and women have had a rougher 
deal than men in this respect. ‘The 
wonder is that the majority of girls 
who left school at 14 and spent from 
four to ten years at the dullest 
possible repetitive work in a factory, 
somehow contrive, on a small and 
uncertain income. to have a bright 
comfortable home and happy well- 
eared-for children. 


Families 


—a pacifist approach 


On the 
struggle “Our Towns” comments: 


girl who fails in the 


“She is not a good buyer, the world of 
seamy commerce is out to exploit her, the tools 
she can buy to do her work are poor and in- 
adequate, she is faced with a task for a strong 
character and a good manager; she is neither, 
and she gives up the unequal struggle.” 


And further: 

?The effect of evacuation was to flood the 
dark places with light and bring home to the 
national .consciousness that the ‘submerged 
tenth’, described by Charles Booth, still exists 
in our towns like a hidden sore, poor, dirty, 
and crude in its habits, an intolerable and 
degrading burden to decent people forced by 
poverty to neighbour with it. Within this 
group are the ‘problem families’, always on the 
edge of pauperism and crime, riddled with 
mental and physical defects, in ang sut of the 
courts for child neglect, a menace to the com- 
munity, of which the gravity is out of all 
proportion to their numbers.” 


* 


lt is reported that even the Soviet 
Union has trouble with its problem 
families. In this country we have 
not so far even thought about them. 
Nor is there much hope that 
Authority can help. - Attempts to 
deal with problem families, for 
instance, by segregation in colonies, 
by restrictions and supervision, have 
signally failed. It is perhaps natural 
that pacifists—sometimes in the 
capacity of club leaders, sometimes 
through work in shelters during the 
blitz, or- in other ways—have made 
friends with ‘outcasts and misfits, 
weak or degraded peonle who cannot 
cope with life without a great deal 
of help. 

The work of the Hungerford Cluy 
is already well known to readers of 
Peace News. Less, perhaps, is known 
of the personal and individual work 
done by other Pacifist Service Units. 
This is partly, because such work 
cannot, easily be described. It is 
so easy to give an impression of prig- 
gishness or patronage, and anyone 
who tried to help a member of a 
problem family—or anyone else— 
with an attitude of “we” and “they” 
would fail pitifully, 

The key to success is friendship. 
If you find that Freddy X, aged 16, 
has contracted VD from his step- 
mother, and that his home is sordid 
in the extreme, but that his younger 
sisters and brothers look on him as 
their only standby, it is no use just 
to, get treatment for the infected 


f LETTERS 


The function of religion 


WILFRED Wellock’s article _on 
“The Need for Religion’ (PN, 
Apr, 21) states the fundamental 
problem of our time. All attempts 
to create a peaceful world at the 
present level of personal and public 
morality are doomed to failure because 
morals, in the last analysis, cannot 
be considered apart from religion. 
The discussion of what man should be (i.e., 
morals) is mere abstraction if undertaken 
withdut consideration of what man funda- 
mentally and cosmically is (i.e., a religious 
problem). The first condition of moral and 
religious renaissance is the formulation of a 
aredible idea of God and the universe which at 
the same time sets a high value on human 
personality, since a high estimate of the value 
of personality is the basis of morals. 


This new world-view, as Wilfred Wellock 
says, ‘‘must face up to al] man’s knowledge of 
the universe.” It must not be confused either 
by unscientific dogma and superstition or on 
the other hand by the mechanistic view of the 
universe based on 17th-century scientifie prin- 
ciples. Many of the greatest of modern scien- 
tists are now recognizing that the scientific 
interpretation is not complete. For religion to 
try to be “scientific” betrays the bankruptcy of 
religious thought. Religion is fundamentally a 
psychological experience—as Whitehead says, 
“that vision of something which stands beyond, 
behind and within the passing flux of imme 
diate things.”’ 

Religion, however, if if is to develop does 
need to adopt the scientific method, which 
means insistence on truth, the formulation of 
concepts on the basis of all known evidence 
without preconceived assumptions, and readi- 
ness to modify existing theory to accommodate 
new discoveries. Does Wilfred Wellock face 
this problem with an open mind or does he 
tacitly assume that a religious renewal must 
be based on Christian teaching (as he calls it, 
“a new Christian synthesis’’) ? 

This. may be true, but its assumption as 
undisputed fact is not conducive to the rise of 
@ religion capable of commanding wide enough 
assent to make it an important factor in 
solving modern problems. 

If the need for a credible idea of God and 
life is important, even more so is the re- 
awakening of the religious: vision as a dynamic 
psychological experience without which philo- 
sophical ideas are meaningless abstractions. 
This, I believe, can be accomplished by educa- 
tion in the appreciation of vivid values in 
every department of life and especially the 
cultivation of those aspects of life which have 
long been recognized as sources of valuable 
spiritual experiences: the arts, man’s harmony 
with nature, personal relationships and that 
reflective attitude which is concerned with 


understanding “the order of precedence in 
human affairs.” This latter, Confucius truly 
said, is the beginning of wisdom. 

MAURICE BUTCHER 
338 Billing Rd. East, Northampton. 


Your paper is, I realize, not the place for 
Jong controversy on religion, But a sentence 
in Wilfred Wellock’s article on ‘The Need for 
Religion” offers a succinct comment that seems 
to me to cover a good deal of ground, He 
writes of “a religion which faces up to all 
man’s knowledge of the universe...” What 
would interest me would be a religion which 
faced up to all his ignorance. 

ALAN STANILAND 
62 Worcester Crescent, London, N.W.7. 


Gerald Cooper (PN, Apr. 28) quotes your 
own refusal to say to any man: “Be 
Christiafi!’—-and then proceeds to do so him- 
self! If, as he claims, pacifism ‘‘must arise as 
the part expressioh of a creative philosophy 

. . a faith which is Christian’ (my emphasis), 
then some of us in the PPU cannot be pacifists. 

For the minds of at least some of that num- 
ber, belief in orthodox Christian teachings— 
e.g., about the “personality” of God, the birth 
and nature of Jesus, the miracles and resur- 
rection and their significance—is only possible 
if we regard intellectual integrity as meaning- 
less. And the authority claimed for these doc- 
trines—that of supernatural revelation, differ- 
ent in kind from other sources: of knowledge of 
the trnth—is one which we resist'as strongly 
as we do the claims of any secular authority 
that would coerce our’ minds or consciences. 

Labels are only secondary, but may not the 
existence of non-Christian members of the PPU 
be of some slight significance in a generation 
in which this particular attitude to Christian 
teaching and authority is so common? 


JOHN COWLING 


Guilty Nation ? 


I congratulate you for having published 
Laurence Housman’s article “Guilty Nations.” 
It is a most valuable contribution, ang most 
convincing to every sane person who desires to 
be honest and logical, too.. There is only one 
point which I would modify, in order fo weaken 
the position of those who condemn the German 
people for raising Hitler to power. 

“Hitler,” says. Mr. Housman, ‘‘rose to power 
on a plebiscite of the whole nation.” 
he became Chancellor of the Reich as leader of 
a party which had 42% of the votes. The un- 
constitutional rest he took for himself. The 
majority of the German neonle never voted for 
a Hitler dictatorship on totalitarian lines, But 
to resist that development it would have needed 
the strength of martyrs. I cannot see that 
martyr-type among those who are loudest in 
condemning a great people. 

(Dr.) F. WOLFF 


In fact, ° 


Second article by 
IRENE T. BARCLAY 
on “Our Towns - A 


Close - Up” 


(Oxford University Press, 5s. 
Obtainable from PPU Bookshop.) 


persons and to remove Freddie from 
his environment—but if you care 
enough for Freddie and win his 
affection you may begin to restore 
the family to a self-respecting way 
of living. It is no good to expect 
far-reaching results—only to look 
after Freddy—the rest may follow, 
or it may not. Sarah Y is blind and 
deaf; but although you are sorry for 
her, it is difficult to like her. She is 
sour and selfish and mean and most 
unpleasant, It will only .be by man- 
aging at least not to dislike her, and 
winning her confidence that you will 
gain her consent to move her from an 
overcrowded .tenement where she 
makes life miserable for everyone, to 
a better room where she can have 
some help and where her spirits may 
revive. 


* 


Looking after Freddie and Sarah 
and many other unhappy people may 
be a wholetime job as with the 
Liverpool, Birmingham and London 
PSUs, the Bournemouth group and 
others, or may be incidental to other 


work. It is significant that pro- 
bation officers, Public Assistance 
officials, housing authorities and 


local government officers in many 
departments are increasingly turning 
to pacifists as groups or individuals, 
to help them with their problem 
families. The reason is that the in- 
dividual and personal approach—the 
way of friendship, of restoring self- 
esteem and self-reliance to the weak 
and broken—is the approach which 
is natural to the pacifist. He will 
often fail, but he has a chance of 
succesp where dictators can never 
succeed. 


RELIEF NOW! 


US. Congressmen ALL 
demand focd for Europe’s 
hunery children aix 
ACLAND 
BRITTAIN 
STOKES 


MAXTON 


orien Hall, Westminster, 
nday, May 8, 6.45 p.m. 


FOOD-RELIEF! CAMPAIGN 


now reprinted 


THE UNKNOWN 
SOLDIER 


Dr. H. EMERSON 
FOSDICK 


Id. (postage Id.) 


PPU BOOKSHOP, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


“PAX CHRISTI ” 
—now moving into its third 
impression? 

Special offer to Peace News 
readers and PPU members: 
2s. 9d. instead of 3s. 6d, Limited 
period only. Postage 34d. 


Apply A. D. Belden, 47 Argyle Square, 


London, W.C.1, marking letters ‘Pax 


Christi.” 


Have you read Dr. Belden's book—- 


International AGREEMENTS 
must be based on inter- 
national , UNDERSTANDING 


* 


Help to foster this in the post- 
war period by joining I.V.S.P. 
* 

Write for information to the 


| 
| 
INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY 
SERVICE FOR PEACE 
I, Lyddon Terrace, Leeds, 2. 


} 
* 
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Reflections on the A.G.M. 


WE are told that we can stand so close to the trees that we miss the 


wood. Don’t press that analogy too far! 


AGMs. 


But I think it is true of 


Directly afterwards, wise comment jis unlikely. But viewing such 


a gathering from a little distance, one should see more clearly. 
I certainly came away firmly convinced of the folly of trying to tell 


other PPU members by AGM resolu- 


tions what they must and must not 
do in the way of activities. 

If people have an urge to undertake certain 
work, they will undertake it, whatever the 
AGM says. If/they don’t feel called in that 
direction, the word “campaign” or the addi- 
tional word “priority’’ will make no difference. 
Food Relief, Negotiated Peace, Peace through 
Socialism—for various reasons we are attracted 
differently. Let us realize this, Live and let 


live. n 
* * * 


It was a remarkable AGM, I think, for the 
way it revealed after nearly five years of total 
war the opposition to war and the faith in 
pacifism that still exist in the hearts and minds 
of so many people of all ages in this country, 
as well as their willingness to make sacrifices 
for the cause. 

Nearly 700 people were present, drawn from 
all parte,of England, Scotland and Wales; 160 
Groups were directly represented; while, unable 
to he present for various reasons, but with us 
in spirit, were a host of others—agricultural 
workers, mothers of families, and those for 


| RENOUNCE WAR AND ! WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House. Endsleigh St., WCt 


whom the journey to London was too long and 
expensive. 

Such a gathering was full of hope for the 
future; and, incidentally, a reminder to us 
{although admittedly our liberty of meeting 
and expression might be curtailed if ovr in- 
fluence were greater) that we still have some 
reason to be proud of our country's tolerant 
attitude to ‘unpatriotic’? minorities. 

* * * 


One happening was noteworthy. One might 
have expected Charles Raven to deal with “The 
Future of Pacifism’ from the religious stand- 
point. Similarly, after listening to a 30-minute 
realistic analysis of the present situation from 
John Middleton Murry, one might have 
imagined that it would he on the political note 
that he would close, But actually it was Raven 
who told us that we must enter politics; and 
Murry who brought us close to the religious 
aspect of pacifism! An illustration of what I 
am persuaded of—namely the need for religion 
and polities to he brought much closer together, 
if we hope to achieve peace. 

* * * 


I remember in particular the suggestion that 
we should not change the wording of the 
Pledge from that chosen by Dick Sheppard, 
because those movements are healthiest which 
definitely owe their origin to some saint. 

Now, Dick Sheppard may well have been a 
saint. Moreover, without question, we do well 
often to remember him as the far-sighted and 
courageous founder of our movement. But is 
his memory a sufficient guarantee of our 
heaith? Ie he, inspiring as his memory un- 
doubtedly is, an adequate source of inspiration 
for us? I belieVe that he would he the first to 
tell us that we must individually discover for 
ourselves a source of inspiration that is real to 
us, that is freely chosen by each one, that is 
near at hand, and so from which we can con- 
stantly “drink » fresh supply.” Such I bélieve 


to be our need; and, only as we make that 
discovery, can our movement be really strong 


and healthy. 
PATRICK FIGGIS 


DEFENCE GROUP FOR 
STRIKE LAW VICTIMS 


A committee has been set up to 
raise funds for the legal defence of 
the three members of the Revolu- 
tionary Communist Party who have 
been arrested on charges under the 
Trades Disputes Act. and to assist 
any others who may become victims 
of this Act and the new anti-strike 
Defence Regulation. The committee 
will draw attention to the repressive 
nature both of the Trades Disputes 
Act and the new regulation. 


A meeting of members of the com- 
mittee and MPs took place at the 
House on Wednesday of last week, 
when James Maxton was elected 
chairman of the committee. Other 
MPs present included Rhys Davies, 
Edmund Harvey. S, S. Silverman and 
John McGovern. 


At the meeting to form the committee held 
on Apr. 24, representatives were present from 
the RCP and the ILP, and observers from the 
Anarchist Federation, the PPU London Area 
and the Newcastle War-resisters group. 


Geoffrey Pittock-Buss took the chair and 
after some discussion it was decided that the 
committee should not launch a full campaign 
against the legislation as it woud be better to 
wait for such 2 movement to spring from the 
rank-and-file of the trade unions. 

Donations towards the defence fund can be 
Bene to James Maxton, c/o 318 Regents Park 

d., N.3. 


NEGOTIATED PEACE MEETINGS 


Henry Hilditch, who stood for a negotiated 
peace at the Kirkcaldy by-election, will address 
Manchester meetings on the subject on May 9 
and 10. 

On May 9 a meeting of pacifists will be held 
in the Friends Meeting House, Manchester, at 
7 p.m., under the auspices of the “Peace by 
Agreement” Committee, to enable PPU mem- 
bers and others to discuss with Henry Hilditch 
their future plans. _ 

On May 10 an open-air meeting will be held 
at Platt Fields Park at 7.30 p.m., when Henry 
Hilditeh will speak on “Peace by negotiation.” 
This will be the first open-air meeting on ‘the 
subject to be held in Manchester; future open- 
air meetings will depend on its success. 

Guy Aldred, Editor of The Word, will speak 
on the same subject at Lancaster on Jun. 17, 
and will be available to address meetings in 
the North-Western Area during the week 
following. Invitations should be sent to him at 
104 George St., Glasgow, ©.1. 


A public meeting to call for the transfer of 
Polish Jews to the British Forces will be held 
by the Nationa! Council for Civil Liberties at 
the Stoll Theatre, Kingsway, W-.C.2, at 3 p.m. 
on May 14. Speakers will be Tom Driberg 
(who has drawn .the attention of_ Parjiament 
more than once lately to anti-semitism in the 
Polish Army in Britain), Michael Foot, D. N. 
Pritt, MP, and Mary Ferguson. L. C. White 
will be in the chair. 


An open letter 


from a pro-Russian 
pacifist 


Dear “Observer,” 


ON Jan. 30, 1944, Moscow Radio 

interrupted its flow of war news 
to amnounce that “the 936th perform- 
ance of Tchekov’s ‘Cherry Orchard’ 
was given at the Moscow Art Theatre 
tonight, in celebration of the 40th 


anniversary of its_ first night. 
Tchekova’s widow, Mme. Knipper 
Tchekova, was present, and was 


cheered by the audience’’ 
This news item is important as a 


' reminder of the oneness of Russia— 


the continuity linking the Rusgia of 
Turgenev and Dostoievski, of Tolstoy 
and Tchekov, with the Russia of 
Stalin and Molotov, In 1944 we find 
the established home of dialectical’ 
materialism keeping alive the 
spiritual values of Tchekovy. Here is 
a Moscow which can weep for a 
doomed orchard while whole forests 
are blazing; which can still applaud 
the aspirations of the perpetual 
student, despite the urgent necessity 
of defending its attempts to put those 
aspirations into practice. 

I have a tremendous faith in 
Russia, not because I am one of the 
eredulous Leftists stigmatized: in 
your column, but because I believe 
in the significance of Russian liter- 
ature. It is not an accident that 
the great truth-seekers in world 
literature have been Russians. In 
their writings—even, too, in those of 
their lesser compatriots—the out- 
standing trait is qa standard of in- 
tellectual and spiritual honesty which 
is, I believe, an essentially Russian 
quality—perhaps Russia’s greatest 
gift to mankind. 


Words of Peace—71 
The Illusion of Glory 


I say nothing about the war; but 
when I read of its horrors, I dannot 
help thinking that it ts one vf the 
greatest curses that ever fell upon 
mankind. I trust it may not last long, 
for it really seems to me that no glory 
to be gained can compensate for the 
sufferings which must be endured. 
This may seem a little ignoble and 
unpatriotic; but I think that as we 
advance towards middle age, noble- 
ness and patriotism have a different 
signification to us to that which we 


May. 5, 1944, PEACE NEWS—3 


to “Observer’’ 


_ Let us not permit our pacifist. pre- 
judice against violent revolution 
bling us to the construction that 
follows destruction. In many respects 
Soviet Russia is striving to fulfil the 
hopes of those writers of the past, 
and to translate their visions into 
reality. 

Instead of locking for anti-Polish 
prejudice in a Karamazov gibe at 
certain Polish types, I prefer to find 
prophetic truth in such a passage as 
this, from “A Raw Youth” (Dostoiev- 
sky, 1875): 

“Among Russians has been created hy the 
ages a type of the highest culture, never seen 
before and existing nowhere else in th werld— 
the type of world-wide compassion for all. 
..- A Frenchman can serve humanity only on 
condition that he remains French te the utmast 
degree, and it’s the same for the Englishman 
and the German, Only to the Russian, even in 
our day, has been vouchsafed the capacity to 
become most of all Russian only when he ig 
most European. That is the essential difference 
between us Russians and all the rest ... In 
France I am a Frenchman, with a German I 
am a German, with the ancient Greek I am a 
Greek, and by that very fact I am most typi- 
cally Ruasian, for_I am bringing out her 
leading idea .. . To the Russian Europe is as 
precious as Russia; every stone in her is 
cherished and dear. Europe is as much ouy 
fatherland as Russia.” 


Allowing for the descent from the 
noble plane of literature to the dusty 
arena of practical politics, I see 
Sovi foreign policy as at least 
touched with the spirit of this ideal; 
and I find in Russia’s growing power 
and influence, not a cause for the 
dismay voiced. by you from week to 
week. but the only consolation for 
this horrible war. 

Particularly I admire Russia’s 
determination to free the Poles from 
the gang which held them in a semi- 
fascist grip up to 1939, and whose 
blind diplomacy of pride threw 
Poland to the flames and the world 
into war. You continue to show an 
astonishing anxiety for the . future 
careers of these gentry, at a moment 
when the anti-Semitic element in 
official :““Poland” is even creeping 
into the newspapers. 

For many recent weeks Russia, as 
depicted in your columns, has been 
growing in likeness to the Bolshevik 
Bogey of Goebbels. I fee] that a pro 
test is long overdue against an anti- 
Russian prejudice which, whether it is 
conscious or not. is steadily poison- 
ing the tone of the best weekly com- 
mentary in war-time journalism, - 

Yours sincerely, 


Eric Watkins 


UNFAIR TO SOMEONE 
It was announced by the Minister of Trans- 


7 port that compartments on trains may be 
accept while UE Th Lif £ reserved only for persons with infectioua 
—Mrs. Gaskell. e nte€ OF | diseases, corpses, convicts, lunatics, and 
Charlotte Bronté.” Cabinet Ministers, 
THE PACIFIST approach to social LADY, quite young, would like tof €.0. SEEKS JOB, 28, married. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


TERMS: Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. Copy by Monday. 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box 
No. 6d. extra.) Maximum length: 50 
words. Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Owing to pressure on space we 
reserve the right to hold over adver- 
tisements and to limit the freauency 
of continuing advertisements. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 


nnd 
ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL PROPERTIES to be let 
or sold in N.W. London and districts, 
apply to. McCraith and Brooks, Auc- 
tioneers and Surveyors, 44 Market 
Place, N.W.11 (Speedwell 9888, 5 
lines), who will give special attention 
to the requirements of pacifists. 

WANTED in Hampsteag or High- 
gate, flat or cottage for quiet tenant 
(elderly woman), one-two bedrooms, 
sitting room, kitchenette, bathroom. 
Electricity, no gas if possible. Box 
425. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlew, The Briars, Crich, Matlock 
(Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 
44). 


———— 
EDUCATIONAL 


FIND RECREATION and new 
power to serve through speaking and 
writing. Correspondence (also visit) 
lessons 5s., classes Is. 6d. Dorothy 
Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.8. = 

FREEMOUNT, Bacton, Hereford. 
Full freedom for individual] develop- 
ment and expression in co-education. 
Personal care in cemmunal home of 
lovely surroundings. Modern health 
principles. From .7 years. Katherine 
and Peter Young, M.A.Camb. 

ESPERANTO Correspondence 
Courses. 1. 6d., £1 5s., including 
text-book. W. J. Brigden, 125 Drake- 
field Rd., Tooting, S.W.17. 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


WAR RESISTER®S INTER- 
NATIONAL would welcome gifts of 
foreign stamps, for subsequent sale 
on behalf of W-R.J. funds. Any such 


gifts received with gratitude. Please 
seng to the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, 11 Abbey Rd., Enfield, 


Middlesex, 

ALLYSOL—After 5,000 years a 
way hag been found to remove from 
garlic its intolerable smell. Get to 
know Allysol thealing liquid, tablets, 
and sweet-smelling garlic ointment. 
Send for booklets about garlic. Please 
refer to advert, in this issue. 

LAMB BRAND typewriter ribbons. 
Cleanest, clearest, longest, 8s. 6d. 
each, postage paid; 10s. three; 18s. 6d. 
six. Name models, colours, Peace 
News. Hardman and Sons, 15 Pros- 
pect Place, Preston. 

TYPEWRITERS: bought, gold, re- 
paired; special terms to pacifists. 
Cook, The Mount, Noak Hill, Rom- 
ford, Essex. 

RE-USE ENVELOPES—with Peace 
News economy labels. 1s. for 100, &s. 
for 1,000. Order from your local dis- 
tributor or direct from PN Office. 


LITERATURE, ete, 


BOOKS LOANED to €.G.s on land, 
forestry, etc., without obligation. 
Write for list. Marshall, 21 Wheat- 
lands Drive, Bradford, Yorks. 


NEW PAMPHLETS, with Poems. 
No. I on Penal Reform, with intr. by 
Stuart Morris; No. II “Sti Towards 
Democracy,”’ with a foreword by the 
Duke of Bedford, by Alan Hadfield, 
M.A. Cantab. Post free 1s. 7d. each. 
Northern Lights Press, 16 Park Pde., 
Harrogate. 


; QUAKERISM, Information and 
literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
emer’ House, Euston Rd., London, 


GOD'S KINGDOM ahout to be 
established on earth. Booklet “Christ 
Is Coming” 7d, post free from Secre- 
tary, The Kingdom Movement, 21 
Poplar Grove, New Malden, Surrey. 


relief, “Pattern in Relief,” 4d., post- 
age 1d., from Pacifist Service Units, 
6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 

MAY DAY, Strikes. Left unity, the 
Conimons, Common Wealth—discussed 


in May Peace Commentary. 2s. for 6! 


issues. Pacifist, socialist. 16 Meckien- 


burgh Sq., London, W.C.1. 


MEETINGS, etc. 


BOURNEMOUTH Post-War Recon- 
struction Group, 5 Wellington Rd., 
May 12, 7.30 p.m., “The Church in the 


world of the future.” Rev. C. W. 
Aldridge. 1 ry 
MIDLAND Pacifist Fellowship 


Selly Oak F.M.H., May 7, at 3 p.m., 
“Post-war Conscription: What should 
be our attitude?” Leyton Richards. 
WEST HAM Peace Fellowship. 
Sun., May 14, 8 p.m. Greengate Con- 
@regatfonal Church, Barking Rd., 
E.13.. Speaker: E. C_ Redhead 
COMMON WEALTH Party ex- 
plained by Mr. Tom Sargent at Kings- 
way Hall Branch M.P.F., 6.30 p.m., 
Mon., May 8. Friends welcome. 


FOOD-RELIEF CAMPAIGN. A 
public meeting to be addressed by 
Vera Brittain, Sat., May 13 at 8.15 


pem., at Jordans (Bucks.) Village 
Hall. Organized by Jordans Famine 
Relief Committee. 

CHICHESTER, Friends Meeting 


House, Priory Road. Sat., May 13, 
3.15 p.m., Wilfred Wellock. 

MIDDLETON MURRY on “The 
Function of Pacifism,” on Mon., May 
8, at 8 p.m., in Wood Green. Details 
from your group secretary or phone 
TOT 4489 (evenings) or Peace News 
(STA 2262). 


\ PERSONAL 
CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE 
CLUB. A satisfactory medium for 


those desiring congenial pen-friend- 
ships. Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN 
19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff 

JOIN Victory Correspondence Club, 
34 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, for con- 
genial pen-friends. Stamp. 

6d. WEEKLY from 120 subscribers 
will let me work full-time for Esper- 
anto. Subscribers entitled to corre- 
spondence course. Ord. membership 
Wandsworth Borough Esperanto Inst., 
6s., or 12s. with correspondence 
te, Brigden, 125 Drakefield Rd., 


meet pacifist with view to starting 
educational school later. Box 426. 
WIDOW, late 50s, living in York- 
shire, now lonely, desires contact an- 
other who is lonely. Box 427. 
GENTLEWOMAN pacifist, lonely 
through war, desires contact genuine 
friends. Box 430. ‘ 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


It is impossible to confirm satis- 
factory conditions of employment in 
all pasts advertised in Peace News. 
Applicants who are in any doubt are 
recommended to consult the Pacifist 
Service Bureau, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
/W.C.1, which will often be able to 
|give useful advice. 


A FEW active men wanted for 
timber hauling. Modern equipment. 
Those with previous experience pre- 
ferred.. Give details of previous ex- 


perience. J. P. Williams, Gobowen, 
Salop. 4 
WANTED gardener and_ wife, 


Limpsfield, Surrey. Wife willing to 
do part-time household work, no cook- 
ing. Furnished cottage, good wages. 
Box 416. 

WANTED, someone reliable, homely, 
willing to give help and ecompanion- 
ship to elderly couple in return room 
and board. Month or longer. Small 
house. Pleasant country, Bucks. 
Write Box 424. 

COOK REQUIRED immediately for 
Junior Approved School of 66 boys. 
Salary (resident preferred) £70 per 


Farm or any food work. Carpenter 
and joiner by trade. Accommodation, 
anywhere. F. Price, 42 New England, 
Blackheath, Birmingham, 


MISCELLANEOUS 
GROUP MEDITATION (London), 
Yoga and MHeard-Huxley theories. 


Active proponents, write Bragg, Mer» 
ville, 105 Tulse Hill, S.W.2. 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 
ductions. Consultations all problema. 
Western 8935. + 


NATURE-CURE TREATMENT of 
disease (including eyes). Reginalg J. 
Bailey, M.S.F., N.C.P., Oateopath and 
Naturopath, 1384 Hoppers Rd., Winch- 
more Hil], N.21. (Ex-Maidstone €.G.) 
Consultations by appointment. Postal 
advice given. Palmers Green 7868. 


More Peace News ! 


HE average weekly print- 

Ing order for Peace News 
during April was 18,575—an 
increase of 273 weekly over 
March, and of 935, since the 
beginning of the year. 


‘Some of the increase was due to 
copies printed for special sales oppor. 


annum, rising by £5 p.a. to £80, 
plus war bonus (£40 p.a. woman, 
£49 p.a. man). If non-resident, £125 
p.a., plus war bonus, plus meals when 
on duty. Apply Headmaster, Lang- 
ham Qe2ks School, nr. Colchester. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


DUPLICATING—100 copies, quarts, 
4s. 6d., postage extra. Also experi 
typing. Winifred Jewell Typewriting 
Office, 8 Lammas Park Gardens, 
Ealing. Phone Ealing 1645. 


C.0., 130, MARRIED, experienced 
farm, garden, livestock; now employed 


in Surrey working 30-acre dairy hold- 
ing single-handed. Good house re- 
quired. Box 428. 

INTELLIGENT YOUNG C.0., un- 
canditiona], seeks progressive work 
Horticulture, or business. Manchester. 
Prepared to travel. Box 429. 


tunities during the latter part of tha 
month, but the continuing rise in 
basic circulation is unmistakable. It 
is due to good work by distributors 
and Peace News readers. Please help 
it along by getting at least one more 
reader yourself —we have still q 
margin in our paper ration! 


Do you read Peace News Pamphlets? 
They are published at approximately 
monthly intervals, deal with subjects 
of topical interest, and cost only 1d, 
each. Ask your PN distributor about 
them, or in case of “culty write to 
8 Blackstock Ra. 


Are you a regular reader of Peace 
News? If not, write to 8 Blacksteck 
Rd., N.4, and we will arrange for you 
to be supplied every week. 
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FAMINE RELIEF NOW 
DEPENDS ON BRITAIN 


pot Houses of US Congress are 
now .on record—unanimously— 
in favour of an immediate exten- 
sion of food relief to occupied 
Europe. Very little more can be 
‘done in America. The next move is 
clearly in this country, to whose 
vigid blockade policy responsible 
Americans have so long deferred. 

What is the British response? The 
¥ood-Relief Campaign of the PPU 
has gathered together an impressive 
mixed platform for a public meeting: 
en Monday next, May 8, in favour of 
a penerous response along the lines 
of the Kershner proposals. The 
parliamentary leaders of two parties 
outside the coalition—James Maxton 
of the ILP, and Richard Acland of 
Common Wealth—are expected to 
speak. 

So is Richard Stokes, MP, who has 
repeatedly, championed the cause of 
€a0d relief in Commons debates. 
Vera Brittain, Campaign chairman, 
who has contributed “One of these 
little ones” to food-relief literature, 
will also be on the platform, and so, 
it is hoped, will be a prominent 
Liberal. MP. Various! celebrities who 
‘are unable themselves to be present 


have sent messages of support. 

The meeting on Monday will be held at the 
Caxton Hall, Westminster, to begin at 6.45 
p.m, The organizers have booked the Court 
Room, in addition to the Great Hall, in the 
éxpectation of an overflow crowd. Help to 
‘make this a demonstration of wide public sup- 
port for food relief now. 

BY BRITISH STANDARDS 

A revealing sidelight on the European food 
‘situation is contained in the new Stationery 
Office report on British and American nutrition 


atandards, Britain’s present level of about ! 
‘2,800 calories per day is described as “about 
marginal,” but 2,700 calories would be “‘too 


fow,” for when early in 1941 our consumption 
fell to that figure “there were indications of 
Impaired health and working efficiency.” 

Yet few European countries are now main- 
taining a figure remotely comparable to that. 
In Belgium, for instance, the well-documented 
report of Dr. R. Linz shows that the calorie- 
walue of the ordinary adult’s diet is 1,240—or 
Jess than one-half of what would, officially, be 
“too low” for the British people. 

* * * 


Geo. K. Siddall (Herne Hill, Wilmslow Rd., 
Manchester, 14) writes to the Editor: 

Perhaps it is asking rather too much of the 
normal Western mind to link up the fact of 
(reported) increased food supplies to Greece 
with the national two days* fast sponsored by 
PPU at the end of last year? Those who par- 


| 


ticipated in the fast, however, and appreciated | 


the spiritual significance of what they did (or 
did without!) should take due note of the co- 
incidence and perhaps be encouraged to con- 
tinue theip “efforts” on behalf of suffering 
fellow creatures. Any who would care to do 
this—especially in the Manchester area—in 
fellowship with others who are already prac- 
tising a small weekly abstinence are invited to 
communicate with me at the above address. 


Mass-bombing : results 


now and after the war 


CHAOS OR CONTRITION 


By JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 


“G\EED of Chaos’* is a detailed 

description and indictment of 
the obliteration-bombing! which is now 
accepted as the chief instrument of 
British victory. 

Vera Brittain has earned our 
gratitude for the fearlessness of her 
exposure of its horrors. These are 
condoned, not only by the Govern- 
ment, but also—with one or two 
honourable exceptions — by the 
leaders of the Christian Church, on 
the ground that “they will shorten 
the war.’ That is precisely the 
military doctrine of which, when the 
Germans used it, the British nation 
expressed its loathing. Now, we out- 
Herod Herod, and make the same 
defence. : 

No doubt some non-pacifist con- 
sciences are uneasy—God help us, if 
they were not, But their uneasiness 
will not slow down for one moment 
the devilish work of massive and in- 
human destruction. Of what that 
work actually is Vera Brittain gives 
an unflinching account. Let everyone 
do-his best to persuade some ordinary 
decent person to read it. It will not 
be easy. The ordinary decent person 
shrinks from being made mentally 
uncomfortable: neither will he thank 
his instructor for his pains. But the 
memory will stick, and when the 
time for reaction comes he may fling 
himself desperately on to the side of 
the angels. 

LIFTING THE VEIL 


The effect of “Seed of Chaos” is 
cumulative. It is, essentially, a com- 
pilation of evidence as to the nature 
of the bombing which, in undisturb- 
ing abstraction, fills the exultant 
headlines of the daily press. Vera 
Brittain has lifted the veil, as far as 
it ean be lifted, from the appalling 
reality. 

What will be the effect of it all? The in- 
ferno at Hamburg, where thousands of unfor- 
tunates were incinerated alive in the shelters, 
and the working-class districts of Himsbrittel 
and Barmbeck were almost completely de- 
stroyed, has had the natural consequence of 
extinguishing in the workers of that anti-Nazi 
city any hope in the Western Powers for a 
better future. That is only to be expected. 

But, assuming that the war is won, as our 
Government claims it will be won, largely by 


Seed of Chaos: What mass-bomb- 
ing really means, By Vera Brittain. 
Published for the Bombing Re- 
striction Committee by New Vision 
Publishing Co. 3s. 6d. 


TRADE RIVALRY MAY SABOTAGE THE PEACE 
Te aa Roatan endian 


political collaboration between the 
Big Three, to keep the peace, will not 
Survive if economic rivalries are re- 
vived in {he more acute form that the 
tremendous increase in the world’s 
productive capacity makes likely. 
air, Churchill’s claim in the Commons 
dcbate on imperial affairs (Apr. 21) 
that he had “strictly safeguarded the 
structure of imperial preterence” — 
even to the extent of getting a limit- 
fog phrase inserted in the Atlantic 
Charter—has already caused some 
bother in America. 


“In some quarters it is declared that Mr. 
Cordell Hull . . . was disturbed by the tone of 
Mr. Churchili’s speech.” (Daily Herald, Apr. 


26.) 
Hull himself pointedly told a 


Mr. 
press conference on Apr, 25 that it 


was not to be assumed that Churchill’s 


statement 

“ig intended to imply the abandonment of the 
view that the United Kingdom and all the 
United Nations should be disposed and able to 
wress forward in co-operation for economic 
advancement and _ prosperity with measures 
which will expand international trade rather 

f 


than restrict it.” 

The Washington ‘Post, which. shares 
Mr. Hull’s views, said more openly 
that what is at stake is 
“whether the end of the war is going to wit- 
‘ness a return to the pre-war days of discrim- 
‘ination ‘and reprisal and war, or to @ serious 
effort to promote equality of treatment.” (Apr. 
26.) 
*Every report of the climate of US 
opinion,” said the Observer on Sun- 
day, “is of scepticism towards us and 
ur intentions.” Doubtless it was be- 
cause of this that Lord Halifax said 
en the following day that there need 
not ‘be any real clash between 
America’s vital interests and ours. 

“The plain fact is that we must revive our 
chipping and our overseas trade not in order 
that we may live well but in order that we may 
live at all.” 

We may regard all this as prelirm- 
inary skirmishing, but the signs are 
ominous. 


the Presidency, has endorsed Mr. 


Hull’s basic principles of foreign 
policy. If this is to be the “American 
century” a.swing away from isola- 
tionism may well be expected. Here 
are three pointers which suggest that 
the swing may go far towards the 
other extreme: 

1. “Mr. Walter Lippman, addressing the 
American Sopiety of Newspaper Editors in 
Washington on Apr. 21, said that the United 
States should seek to hold all the real gains 
which it hag achieved by the*expenditure of 
bleod, treasure, and labour.” (Times, Apr. 27.) 

2. “Demands that the US should-retain its 
full battle fleet after the war accompanied the 
unanimous passage by the Senate in Washing- 
ton of the record Navy Appropriations Bill of 
£8,161,250. Senator Overton said the American 
Navy would emerge from the present conflict 
as ‘unconquerable master of the sea’.” (Daily 
Herald, Apr. 26.) 

3. “American countries are displaying great 
interest in Saudi Arabia, and in the whole 
Arabian peninsula, through which run a num- 
ber of the most important lines of communica- 
tion linking Europe, Asia and Africa. In try- 
ing to realize far- reaching: post-war plans for 
trans-continental air services, the Americang 
are already attempting to obtain a foothold on 
this all-important eross-roads in world com- 
munications.” (Article in Req Star, Moscow, 
quoted by News Chronicle, Apr. 26.) 


Plight of neutrals 


A LLIED pressure on the neutrals 
*+* continues. Spain has now agreed 
to toe the line, and it may be 
Portugal’s turn again. The heat has 
also been turned on to Sweden, which 
has been asked to prohibit the export 
to Germany of ball and roller bear- 
ings. Yet Mr. Dingle Foot admitted 
to Parliament that 


“Tt ia quite true ... that the yvresent level 
of such exports is not inconsistent with the 
terms of the revised War Trade agreement 
signed in London last year.” (Apr. 26.) 


Ye gods! The best comment on the 
Government’s behaviour in these mat- 
ters appeared, oddly enough, in an 
article by Alastair Forbes in the 
Daily Mail on the previous day: 


“In order to beat Hitler we have been forced 


The liberty we 
stand for 


obliteration bombing, what effect will it have “WeE Stand for Liberty” was the 


on the Germans—and on ourselves? 


The German people will not believe that they 
have been beaten by their betters in fair fight, 
any more than we should in like circumstances. 
They will have been overwhelmed by sheer 
mass of industrial production and explosives. 
But that will not necessarily engender a desire 
for revenge. 
accepted by them as the judgment of God for 
allowing Hitler to sweep them into war. By 
all the evidence the average German dreaded 
the prospect of war in 19389 as much as the 
average Frenchman, the average Englishman, 
or the average Western European anywhere. 
Obliteration-bombing will certainly not have 
sharpened his appetite for war. 


REVULSION. AFTERWARDS? 


It is more than possible—perhaps even prob- 
able—that the German people wil! turn pacifist, 


slogan of an international war- 
resisters’ May Day demonstration 
held by the PPU London Area in Con- 
way Halli, on Monday evening. The 
500 people present approved a mes- 


On the contrary it may be |sage expressing solidarity with all 


war-resisters. 


It was also decided to send a pro- 
test to Mr. Peter Fraser, the New 
Zealand Premier now in London, 
against the treatment of COs in the 
Dominion, following upon information 
given to the meeting by the Rev. 
Charles H. Cole, for many years 
organizing secretary of the NZ No 


at least in the same sense ag the French people } More War Movement. 


turned pacifist between the wars. Moreover, it 
is quite likely that they will remain passive 
even under a harsh and ungenerous peace— 
long enough at any rate to make Vansittartism 
appear the criminal lunacy it is. 

The real problem (I suspect) will not arise 
in Germany, defeated by obiiteration-bombing, 
but in Britain victorious by its means, The 
mere fact of her defeat, under an ordeal so 
inhuman, will have purged Germany’s offences. 
She will have expiated her sin by her suffer- 
ings. But what of Britain? We shall have 
suffered relatively little; we shall have been 
victorious by means of which we shaJ] indubit- 
ably be ashamed. Our moral revulsions may be 
inecaleulable in its effects. 
ing of itself on to the side of the angels may 
be the only refuge of the British people from 
mora] despair. 


PRESIDENT REPLIES TO PROTEST 


Replying to the protest to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt against obliteration 
bombing of enemy occupied countries, 


writers, Mr. Stephen Early, 
President’s secretary, wrote: 
“The President is sorry he cannot agree with 
the facts or conclusions contained in the pro- 
test\ The bombing is shortening the war in the 
opinion of the overwhelming majority of mili- 
tary authorities—witness the success in the 
destruction of German aeroplane parts.” 


The reply was made public on Wed- 
nesday of last week. . The original 


The desperate fling-, 


Dr. Alex Wood, national chairman of the 
PPU, referred to the Trades Disputes Act as a 
most reactionary measure and gaid that we 
now had the spectacle of the trades union 
movement accepting an anti-strike Defence 
Regulation even worse than the earlier Trades 
Disputes Act. He spoke of the repudiation of 
its basic principles by the National Council for 
Civil Liberties and said that pacifists stood not 
only for freedom for people who held similar 
views, but for freedom for those whose views 
they opposed. 


Reginald Reynolds stressed the need for real 
internationalism on the part of the pacifist 
movement, 

Cables and messages sent to the meeting 
from USA, Canada, New Zealand, Australia, 
South Africa, Argentina, and Mexico were 
read by Sybil Morrison. Messages from Euro- 
pean war-resisters were also read. Basil 
Rodgers gave a commentary on the messages 
and afterwards sang a negro spiritual. 

Geoffrey Pittock-Buss told the meeting that 
& primary duty of the pacifist movement was 
to press for the liberation of the colonial 
peoples. 

Four pacifist trades unionists also spoke. 


- made by 28 American clergymen and | Ethel Mannin was in the chair. The collection 
the | totalled more than £36. 


* * * 


The PPU London Area also had three open- 
air platforms in Hyde Park on Sunday after- 
noon, which at times attracted some of the 
biggest crowds in the Park—sometimes as 
Many as six or seven hundred gathering to 
listen. The speakers were given a good 
hearing. 


Births inside Germany proper have dropped 


protest followed the publication i jm an | from 20.4 per thousand inhabitants in 1939 to 


American pacifist journal of a 
chapter from Vera Brittain’s book ! 
reviewed above. i 


WHAT R.A.F. MAN SAID 


14.9 in 1942. In German-claimed territory the 
drop has been from 20.4 to 15.2. In occupied 
: Belgium the drop has been from 15.3 to 12.9. 
However, there has actually been an increase 
from 17.8 in Denmark to 20.5, and in Switzer- 
land from 15.2 to 18.5. These figures have been 
compiled by the League of Nations Mission at 


A message from a member of the | Princeton, USA.—Worldover Press. 


RAF saying that it was vital to raise 
@ protest against “mass murder” 
now, in, order, that humanity could 
still ery out against such “hideous 
futility,” was read by the chairman, 
Dr. A. D. Belden, at a “stop massacre 
bombing” meeting held by the 
Bombing Restriction Committee at 
the small Kingsway Hall on Wednes- 
day of last week. The hall was 
packed and many people had to stand, 


A resolution of protest was carried with only 
four dissentients. 


SENTENCE REDUCED 


The Home Office has given instructiong for 
Wilfred A. ©. Hatton, a CO who (as reported 
in PN, Apr, 14) was wrongly sentenced to 3 
months’ imprisonment at Chepping Wycombe 
police court on refusing to pay a £16 fine, to 
be discharged from prison when he had served 
as for 2 months—the maximum period that can 
be given for non-payment of a fine. 

Although: the Public Relations Officer of the 
Centra! Board for COs wrote to the Home 
Office on Apr. 6, pointing out the mistake and 
asking that part of the sentence be remitted, 
it ‘was not until Apr. 25 that the Board was 
informed that the action now reported had 
been taken. 


/C.0. GETS SIXTH SUMMONS 


Kenneth H. Sibley of St. Albans was prase- 
cuted at St. Albans Police Court on Apr. 27 
for refusing to do fire-guard duties. He was 
fined £3 and had already been prosecuted four 
times for fire-guard offences, his previous fines 
being £2, £5 and 2s. 6d., one summons having 
been dismissed. 

As he left the Court he was served with 
another summons to appear on a similar charge 
on the following Thursday. 


to do things which we all cried murder about 
when Adolf himself initiated them. We have 
condemned countries for sticking to the letter 
of the agreements which they have signed with 
us. Instead of negotiating discreetly and pri- 
vately we have begun to indulge in undignified 
and often ignorant public abuse. We have all 
too easily forgotten how to be strong without 
being boorish.” 

It was left to a newspaper in neutral 
Turkey—which has also had some ex- 
perience of the Allies’ “might is right” 
tactics—to point out that if the 
Allies win the war they will be the 
only States left in a position to use 
armed force against others; the paper 
then added apprehensively: 

“The question, therefore, is not how these 
three great Powers will protect themselves 
against further imaginary aggression by a 
fourth or fifth Power, but how the remaining 
European countries will protect themselvas 
against the increasing appetites of the Allies, 
who alone will be in a position to commit acts 
of aggression.” (Aksam, Apr. 3.) 


Silly, childish fears! Don’t they 
know we are fighting to preserve the 


TOWARDS A CHRISTIAN PEACE 


GERMAN Y— 
What is the solution? 


A PUBLIC MEETING 
will be held at 


Whitefield’s Tabernacle, 
Tottenham Court Road, W.1, 


Friday, May 12, at 6.80 p.m. 
SPEAKERS: 
Vera _ Brittain, 
Dr. Alex Wood 


ADMISSION FREE 
London Union of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, 
38. GORDON SQUARE, W.C.1. 
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CATARRH & CHEST 
TROUBLES: 
Send only 6d. stamps 
‘for wonderful Natural a8 Y 
Herb Remedy to:— ONL 


Gypsy Petulengro (Dept. 
A45), Boscombe, | Bourne- 
mouth. 


PETULENGRO famous B.B.C. ROMANY <= 


P 
THE HEALING POWER 

OF GARLIC 
A herbal remedy with 
5000 years of history 


“If garlic ts not a universal remedy and 
a renewer of health and youth,it appears 
at least to come nearer to ihat dream 
than any known thing given by nature 
for the use of man.’ 


Rheumatism and Catarrh dissolved 
at their Root 

Get to know ALLYSOL, the healing 

and purifying power of garlic 

without the garlic smell 
ALLYSOL imparts NO TAINT to 
breath or person 

Send stamps 5d. for TWO 24-page 

Booklets of Life-conserving information 

, CUT THIS OUT AND SAVE IT 
(special | reason) g 


GARLIC DEODORISED ANTISEPTICS iTD. 
Watermill Lane, Fairlight, Sussex. 
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